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the heart of the bough rots. In fact, Mr.
Uchiyama guarantees to revive the most rotten
of lichen-covered boughs provided the bark is
still alive- Due to such faking, Japan's many
bonsai stores are able to furnish fair-looking
plants to the New Year's rush trade for as little
as fifteen yen each. An average collector of
modest means usually gets more patiently
cared for trees at from 100 to 500 yen*
"Of course I realise the average person
cannot afford such bonsai. Moreover bonsai
have to be expertly cared for. So I have evolv-
ed a plan for renting out my trees for two
weeks at a time. My men go every few days
to the foster-homes to water the plants and
look after them* I don't trust them to ama-
teurs. It's too hard to condition them after
they have been abused and you just can't
take such a chance when a tree is several hun-
dred years old. Anyway, I get attached to
each of my fine trees. They have personali-
ties of their own/* said Mr. Uchiyama pater-
nally as he told of the troupe of tree nurse-
maids he sends out to call on his little trees
ia theit various adopted homes. This nurse-
maid service also exte'nds to private collections*
for Mr. Uchiyama advises that all owners of